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1ALUMNI RATE 
THE MAGAZINE
Recently, we randomly e-mailed surveys to 5,000 Hillsdale alumni (about half of 
those alumni for whom we have e-mail addresses). The purpose of this effort was to 
solicit alumni opinions about Hillsdale Magazine.  
The survey was designed and administered by CASE, a national organization of colleges, and 
thousands of schools have participated in the project. CASE also provided us with aggregate data 
to compare our results to the combined results of all participating institutions. Taken together, this 
information will help us to understand better how the Magazine is being received and what we might 
do to improve it.
Preliminary results are encouraging. A significant majority of respondents said they turn to the 
Magazine for most of their information about the College, most said they read it thoroughly, and nine 
out of ten rate the publication as "good" or "excellent."
60% OF ALUMNI SAID THEY ACQUIRE “ALL” OR “MOST” OF THEIR INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE COLLEGE FROM THE MAGAZINE. E-mail was also cited as a significant source 
of information.
NEARLY 90% OF ALUMNI SAID THEY READ EVERY, OR ALMOST EVERY, ISSUE. And 70% said 
they read “all” or “most” of the content.
HIGH-SCORING NEWS INTERESTS INCLUDE:
Alumni professional lives (80%)
Obituaries (79%)
Campus facilities (78%)
Regional alumni activities (75%)
College history/traditions (72%)
Alumni personal lives (71%)
Class notes (71%)
Visiting speakers (67%)
Student achievements (66%)
College’s financial status (63%)
Cultural events (62%) 
Athletics (61%)
Alumni volunteering (59%)
Commencement (58%)
Extracurricular life (57%)
NEARLY 90% OF ALUMNI RATE THE QUALITY OF THE MAGAZINE AS EITHER “GOOD” OR 
“EXCELLENT.” For content, cover, ease of reading, layout and design, photography, and writing.
We wish to thank those who took time to respond to the survey, and we always welcome your 
suggestions and comments.
Grigor Hasted, ’74 
Alumni Director
2HOMECOMING 
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3HOMECOMING 
FESTIVITIES BRING 
ALUMNI AND STUDENTS 
TOGETHER
HILLSDALE’S 2018 Homecoming 
Weekend included reunions for several class 
years and athletic teams, “Memories and 
Mimosas,” which reunites alumni with their 
professors, and “Major Decisions,” a forum 
for alumni to offer current students career 
advice. The Wild Bill 5K Fun Run took place 
on Saturday morning, followed by the Charger 
Tailgate that afternoon. Hillsdale’s football 
team defeated Lake Erie College 41-7, and 
independent Alexander Green and Kappa 
Kappa Gamma’s Kendra Lantis were crowned 
Homecoming King and Queen.
KATARZYNA IGNATIK, ’20
4ALUMNI AWARDS 
BANQUET HONORS 
HILLSDALE’S BEST
THE 67TH ANNUAL Alumni 
Awards Banquet, held in the Searle Center 
during Homecoming Weekend, celebrated the 
achievements and service of three alumni and 
two retiring professors. 
MICHELLE BEHRENWALD, ’88, was honored 
for Outstanding Professional Achievement 
in Business. Behrenwald, who first learned 
business from her father while growing up 
on a family farm, is co-chair and co-owner of 
AIS Construction Equipment Corporation. Her 
success, she said, was based on providing a 
valuable service to others. 
WILL SELLERS, ’85, was honored for 
Outstanding Achievement in the Field of Law. 
After nearly three decades in private practice, 
Sellers was appointed Associate Justice of the 
Alabama Supreme Court in 2017. He counts 
himself blessed to have attended Hillsdale and 
credits his Hillsdale professors for helping him 
achieve what he has.
The Young Alumna Award went to BRITTANY 
BALDWIN, ’12. While Baldwin intended to 
become a teacher, a series of opportunities 
made possible by Hillsdale led her to become a 
speechwriter, initially for U.S. Senator Ted Cruz 
of Texas and now in the White House. “It is an 
honor and a privilege to serve the President of 
the United States,” she said.
ROBERT AND JACQUELYN BLACKSTOCK 
received Honorary Alumni Awards for their 
many years of service. Bob has taught law 
and economics at Hillsdale since 1977, and 
also served for 15 years as Provost. He has 
received the Daugherty Award for Teaching 
Excellence and has been honored several times 
as Professor of the Year. Jackie has taught 
economics and business at Hillsdale since 1989. 
The Blackstocks, who retired from the College 
in December, professed love for the College, for 
the community, and for each other. “Our debt is 
great—too great for words to express,” said Bob.
KATARZYNA IGNATIK, ’20
ON THE HILL
Robert and Jacquelyn 
Blackstock and family
5MOCK 
ROCK
HILLSDALE’S 
DANCE 
COMPETITION
THE STUDENT team dance 
competition known as Mock Rock 
has become a time-honored Hillsdale 
Homecoming tradition. This year’s 
theme was “Decades of the Dale.” 
Student teams representing dorms, 
Greek houses, off-campus students, 
and other groups danced to music 
by popular artists such as Whitney 
Houston and Kenny Loggins. 
“We began practicing about 
three weeks before the event,” says 
junior Helen Potter, a member and 
choreographer of the off-campus 
team called Off-Campus Coalition—
which took first place in the 
competition.
JOSEPHINE VON DOHLEN, ’19
6ON THE HILL
NEW DORM 
OPENS
A new women’s dorm, as yet unnamed, 
opened in August on Union Street. It features 
double rooms with community bathrooms, a 
full-sized kitchen, several study spaces, and 
Penny’s—a coffee shop named after Hillsdale 
First Lady Penny Arnn. 
7COMMUNITY 
AMONG THE 
STACKS
MOSSEY LIBRARY 
PROGRAMS
HILLSDALE’S MOSSEY Library 
offers a number of programs for students, faculty, 
and staff.
“Faculty After Hours” is a forum for professors 
to discuss their hobbies and interests outside the 
classroom. Presentations have covered subjects 
as varied as building designer canoes from balsa 
wood, the banjo, bookbinding, beer brewing, and 
podcasting. 
A newer program, whose name speaks for itself, 
is “Our Faculty’s Ongoing Research.” Professor 
of History Thomas Conner gave the inaugural 
presentation on the topic of his new book: War and 
Remembrance: The Story of the American Battle 
Monuments Commission.  
Public Services Librarian Brenna Wade also 
organizes a book discussion each semester. “I try 
to choose a book that is celebrating a milestone 
anniversary, has just been released as a movie, or 
is popular,” she says. Recent books discussed were 
Little House on the Prairie and Ender’s Game. 
On the lighter side, “Mossey Madness” is a 
contest in which literary titles, authors, and 
characters take the place of basketball teams 
in March Madness-type brackets. An example: 
Augustine’s Confessions vs. the Summa 
Theologiae. Winners advance based on the votes 
of students, faculty, and staff, with those who most 
accurately predict the winners receiving prizes 
such as Amazon gift cards.
MONICA VANDERWEIDE, ’95
ACS CHAPTER 
HONORED
HILLSDALE’S CHAPTER of 
the American Chemical Society (ACS) received 
an Outstanding Award from the national ACS in 
recognition of its accomplishments during the 
2017-2018 academic year. The chapter hosts events 
such as Chemistry Week and Mole Day (a mole is 
a unit of measurement) to increase appreciation 
for chemistry, and performs chemistry 
demonstrations at local schools.
“Professors Matthew Young and Christopher 
Hamilton, faculty advisors of the chapter, deserve 
special commendation,” wrote ACS national 
president Peter Dorhout in announcing the award. 
“We extend our congratulations to the students 
and Professors Young and Hamilton for setting 
such a fine example for other chapters and being 
exemplary chemistry ambassadors!” 
8ON THE HILL
HISTORY OF 
THE BOOK 
SPECIAL TOPICS 
COURSE—ENG 404
WHAT GOES into making a book? 
How have books evolved? Is a bookless future 
possible? These are among the questions 
considered in “History of the Book,” a course 
taught by Assistant to the Provost and Lecturer 
in English Mark Maier. 
Maier, who holds a master’s degree in library 
science from the University of South Carolina, 
caught the rare book bug after reading Double 
Fold: Libraries and the Assault on Paper by 
Nicholson Baker, which opposes the practice 
of microfilming old newspapers and books and 
discarding the originals. “I interviewed the 
author for a class project in graduate school, 
and then I worked in the university’s rare books 
library,” Maier recalls. “I love rare books, and this 
class gives me an opportunity to showcase some 
from Hillsdale’s collection.” These include an 
autographed copy of James Joyce’s Ulysses, a 
1698 collection of John Milton’s works, and a first 
edition of Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass. 
Junior English major Katarzyna Ignatik says 
the class caused her to look at books in a new 
way. “It’s refreshing to explore literature from 
more of a historical perspective,” she says.
Maier hopes his students will see that books 
are more than just containers of information—
that books have a story and should be preserved.
MONICA VANDERWEIDE, ’95
9SERVICE TO 
OTHERS 
HILLSDALE’S GOAL 
PROGRAM 
IN ITS LATEST annual survey of the 
Best 384 Colleges, the Princeton Review ranked 
Hillsdale students fourth in the nation for 
involvement in community service. “We’ve been 
ranked nationally because of our all-campus 
effort,” says senior Lucile Townley, director of 
the Great Opportunities for Assistance and 
Leadership (GOAL) program. 
GOAL offers 22 volunteer opportunities on 
campus and in the community. Programs 
include A Few Good Men, which serves the 
elderly, disabled, and low-income households; 
the Humane Society, which supports the 
Hillsdale County animal shelter; and Hospital 
Volunteering, which partners with medical 
professionals. During the 2017-2018 school year, 
students logged 12,922 volunteer hours. 
Townley first became involved in GOAL with 
the Adopt-A-Grandparent program, visiting 
elderly residents of an assisted living facility. 
And she still recalls a freshman-year lecture by 
Economics Professor Gary Wolfram in which 
he explained “the tragedy of compassion”: with 
growing government aid programs, fewer and 
fewer people voluntarily help those in need. 
But thanks to GOAL, this is not the case at 
Hillsdale College.
JOSEPHINE VON DOHLEN, ’19
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NEW FACULTY BOOKS
HILLSDALE 
HISTORIAN 
THOMAS CONNER 
PUBLISHES NEW 
BOOK
HILLSDALE HISTORY Professor Thomas 
Conner spent nearly ten years researching his new book, 
War and Remembrance: The Story of the American Battle 
Monuments Commission. “Nobody had covered this topic 
in a book before—an author’s dream,” Conner says. 
The American Battle Monuments Commission was 
established by Congress in 1923 with the mission to preserve American cemeteries and monuments 
overseas, most of them from the World Wars. In addition, it seeks to educate visitors and ensure that 
those Americans buried overseas are remembered. 
Conner thinks the work of the Commission—to maintain war cemeteries as living sites—is 
essential. “The soldiers are all out there,” he says, “still serving their country.” 
KATARZYNA IGNATIK, ’20
In Defense of 
Andrew Jackson 
 
 
Bradley J. Birzer 
Professor of History
The Soul of 
Statesmanship: 
Shakespeare on 
Nature, Virtue, 
and Political Wisdom
Khalil Habib 
Associate Professor 
of Politics
Still Protesting: Why 
the Reformation Still 
Matters 
 
Darryl Hart 
Distinguished Associate 
Professor of History
On the Law 
of Nature: A 
Demonstrative 
Method by Niels 
Hemmingsen
Eric J. Hutchinson 
Associate Professor 
of Classics
OTHER RECENT TITLES
ON THE HILL
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A PARTNERSHIP OF 
FRIENDSHIP
ADAM CARRINGTON DELIVERS 
CONVOCATION ADDRESS
AT THE FALL Convocation on 
November 15, Assistant Professor of Politics 
Adam Carrington, who was voted Professor 
of the Year by the Class of 2018, delivered an 
address entitled, “That Flexible Being.”
Carrington considered the College’s task of 
education through the lens of law, citing the 
political philosopher Montesquieu’s definition 
of law in The Spirit of the Laws: “Laws, taken 
in the broadest meaning, are the necessary 
relations deriving from the nature of things.” 
At Hillsdale, Carrington said, everyone 
studies law—not only the laws of particular 
subjects, but also the laws of human beings. 
“For how could we teach without knowledge, 
not just of what we instruct, but of who we 
instruct?” Education is possible, according to 
Montesquieu, because man is a “flexible being,” 
capable of adapting his understanding of things 
through interactions with others.  
“Thus, as we convocate, let us renew our 
study of law,” Carrington said. “Let us continue 
to examine the laws of our chosen fields. But 
I especially would call on us to continue our 
common study—the law of human beings.” 
 “As we pursue education together in 
community,” he concluded, “our partnership 
becomes more than the sum of its tasks. 
For our partnership, at its best, is a form of 
friendship—a law of love. May it ever bind us 
together here at Hillsdale.” 
12
RADIO FREE HILLSDALE 
WINS NATIONAL COLLEGE 
BROADCASTING AWARDS 
Hillsdale College’s WRFH-FM Radio Free Hillsdale 
received two prizes for its programming from the 
College Broadcasters, Inc.’s National Student Production 
Awards. Senior Ryan Kelly Murphy’s news program, 
“Radio Free Hillsdale News,” placed third in the Best 
Newscast Audio category, and senior Jenna Suchyta’s 
documentary piece, “A Problem of Pain,” placed fourth 
in the Best Documentary/Public Affairs Audio category. 
“Our students have put in exceptional effort over the 
last year to produce high quality radio programming,” 
said Scot Bertram, general manager of Radio Free 
Hillsdale. “To be recognized among colleges and 
universities from across the country is an exciting 
affirmation of that dedication.”
LOVE OF THE 
GAME 
TABLETOP 
SOCIETY 
WHEN GABE MEYER, ’21, 
arrived on campus as a freshman and discovered 
there was no tabletop games club, he decided to 
start one. He had brought several games with 
him and began by advertising meetings where 
students could play games such as Terraforming 
Mars, Coup, and Resistance. Once regular 
weekend gatherings had been established, he 
worked with the deans to establish an official 
club.
The Tabletop Society began with a small 
number of players, but has grown substantially. 
“The Society plans to sponsor campus-wide 
tournaments,” Meyer says. “In addition, we are 
examining ways to involve the local community.”
KATARZYNA IGNATIK, ’20
ON THE HILL
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“EVERYBODY’S FRIEND”
HILLSDALE REMEMBERS PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY DONALD TURNER 
Donald Turner, who taught in the Philosophy 
and Religion Department at Hillsdale for 18 
years, passed away at age 56 on November 21, 
2018. Turner retired from teaching in 2016 due 
to illness.
Students and faculty remember Turner as 
very social, the first at a party and the last to 
leave. 
“Having only taken one class with Dr. Turner, 
I knew him best as a friend,” Brigitta Burguess, 
’13, said in a Hillsdale Collegian interview. 
“He would come to parties and sit out on 
porches and talk to students about anything 
and everything under the sun, from books, to 
comics, to movies.”
Turner received his B.A. from Knox College 
in 1984 and his Ph.D. in philosophy from the 
University of Pittsburgh in 1994. He joined 
Hillsdale’s faculty in 1998. 
Lee Cole, a 2004 Hillsdale graduate and 
associate professor of philosophy at the College, 
was introduced to philosophy in Turner’s class. 
“Don was a very kind and gentle man,” Cole 
says. “He possessed an extremely sharp and 
analytical mind.” 
“Don was everybody’s friend,” said chairman 
and professor of theatre and dance James 
Brandon in an interview with the Collegian. 
“He was just so easy to talk to and genuinely 
interested in everything.” 
A memorial service was held in the 
Greenview Memorial Chapel in his hometown 
of Florence, Alabama. An additional memorial 
service will be held in Hillsdale in March.
JOSEPHINE VON DOHLEN, ’19
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LEGACY OF LAUGHTER 
HILLSDALE REMEMBERS PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH GENE TEMPLETON 
Richard “Gene” Templeton, a professor 
of English at Hillsdale for 30 years, passed 
away in August, leaving behind his wife and 
former chair of the French Department Ellen 
Justice-Templeton, four children, and eight 
grandchildren.
Templeton came to Hillsdale in 1967, after 
receiving a bachelor’s degree from Western 
Michigan University and a master’s and 
Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. For 
three decades he devoted countless hours 
to his students, also serving for five years as 
departmental chairman. 
Templeton also established and directed the 
communication arts program and coached 
the men’s tennis team. He retired in 1997 and 
resided in Jonesville until his passing. 
Former students and fellow professors 
remember Templeton as a challenging teacher 
and a trusted friend. He was also known for 
his wry sense of humor, always making others 
laugh. 
Templeton was buried in Oak Grove Cemetery 
in Hillsdale. Memorials can be directed to the 
Greater Hillsdale Humane Society or to the 
George Oetgen English Scholarship at Hillsdale 
College. 
JOSEPHINE VON DOHLEN, ’19
ON THE HILL
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CHRIST CHAPEL 
CONSTRUCTION 
UPDATE
CHRIST CHAPEL was originally 
scheduled to be completed in time for 
Commencement this May. However, due to 
weather conditions that would adversely affect 
installation of complex building materials 
and a shortage of skilled bricklayers, the 
Chapel will not be completed until later in the 
summer. 
Speaking to Hillsdale Collegian reporters, 
Chief Administrative Officer Richard Péwé 
said, “It’s not because they’re not working very 
hard—they are. They’re working weekends 
and overtime. It’s amazing what they can do.” 
President Larry P. Arnn said, “It’s not a very 
serious delay. There’s a lot of masonry work, 
and the masons who can do this quality of 
work are limited. Buildings never seem to 
be early, and with ones like this, if they’re 10 
percent late, that’s pretty good. It won’t be done 
before the seniors go away. That’s the only 
thing I don’t like about it.”
President Arnn encouraged the Class of 2019: 
“Come back and get married in it. Come back 
and see it. Participate. You’re members of the 
College for life. It’s always there for you to use.”
SAMANTHA STRAYER, ’15, M.A.
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AUDITORIUM 
RENOVATION 
UNDERWAY
SEATS OF HONOR 
STILL AVAILABLE
IN AUGUST, the College 
began a renovation of Phillips 
Auditorium, which was built in 1964. 
The year-long project will increase 
the seating capacity to nearly 700 
and add new lighting, a new sound 
system, and a new drop screen. 
Through the Seats of Honor 
campaign, Hillsdale alumni and 
friends can place their names—or the 
names of family members, friends, 
or companies—on brass plates 
permanently affixed to auditorium 
seats with a gift or pledge of $5,000. 
For more information, please contact 
Nancy Johnson at (517) 607-2314 or 
njohnson@hillsdale.edu. 
MONICA VANDERWEIDE, ’95
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“STRYKING” 
THE RIGHT 
MATCH
JOHN LAURIA 
LOOKS AFTER 
FELLOW ALUMS
With the help of John Lauria, ’95, 27 Hillsdale 
graduates have been hired by Stryker, a Fortune 
500 company specializing in medical technologies. 
“Hillsdale grads take care of Hillsdale grads,” Lauria 
says.
Lauria has been with Stryker—whose technologies 
include spine replacements, joint implants, and 
neurotechnologies—for 23 years, and has been bringing 
on Hillsdale graduates since 2000, when he started 
managing Stryker’s marketing department.
Hillsdale graduates have held positions in human 
resources, sales, and corporate communications. 
“A talented person can be successful in any role, 
if given the proper tools,” says Lauria, who now 
serves as Stryker’s vice president of global business 
development.
Lauria attended Hillsdale on a football scholarship 
and majored in marketing and Spanish. One of his 
teammates and a friend since the third grade was 
Hillsdale’s Dean of Men, Aaron Petersen, ’96, who helps 
Lauria identify promising Hillsdale students. Lauria also 
works closely with the College’s Career Services Office.
“Hillsdale turns out exceptional students,” Lauria 
says. “They have had a massive impact on the company 
I work for and love.”
KATARZYNA IGNATIK, ’20
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ALUMNI
Matt Stone, ’10, an American Studies major 
at Hillsdale, went on to earn a master’s de-
gree in school administration at Cambridge 
College. After working at two Hillsdale-af-
filiated charter schools in Texas, he is now 
assistant director of Mystic Valley Regional 
Charter School in Malden, Massachusetts, 
where seven additional Hillsdale alumni 
serve as teachers.
Back row left to right: Casey McKee, ’15, Nikolai Dignoti, ’18, Duncan Voyles, ’18, Jonathan Henreckson, ’18
Front row left to right: Matthew Stone, ’10, Stephen Sutherland, ’12, Elena Creed Henreckson, ’18, Deanna Wendland, ’08
TEACHING 
THE NEXT 
GENERATION
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THE STICKERS seen so often on car 
windows that depict Michigan and the Great 
Lakes are sold by Great Lakes Proud (GLP), 
a company owned by Austin Holsinger, ’10. 
Holsinger’s aim is to promote the Great Lakes 
while contributing to organizations that protect 
and preserve them.
The inspiration for GLP came from seeing 
South Carolina’s palmetto and crescent design 
on cars all over the country. “I wanted to do 
something like that for Michigan,” Holsinger 
says. 
After a friend designed the sticker, Holsinger 
placed an initial order of 1,000 and set the price 
at $5 each, with 15 percent to be donated to 
Great Lakes preservation organizations. Today 
the stickers, manufactured in Traverse City, are 
sold by 600 retailers in the Great Lakes region. 
GLP sells apparel and accessories as well, but 
the stickers “still drive the business.” Clients for 
customized stickers include the Detroit Pistons, 
Patagonia, and Moosejaw Mountaineering. 
Holsinger also recently launched the Great 
Lakes Community Project, with revenues also 
supporting Great Lakes preservation.
Holsinger, who serves on the Hillsdale Alumni 
Board’s Career Services Committee, loves to 
talk with and give encouragement to current 
Hillsdale students. And the advice he gives them 
is the standard he strives to achieve himself: 
“Work hard, operate with integrity, and be 
excited about what you do!”
MONICA VANDERWEIDE, ’95
BUY A STICKER, 
SAVE A LAKE
AUSTIN HOLSINGER AND GREAT LAKES PROUD
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ALUMNI
Michael Kreuz, ’14, who 
double majored in English 
and Latin, is now a newscast 
director and photographer 
for WTVG-13ABC in Toledo, 
Ohio. His team won an 
Emmy in 2016 for Best 
Weekend Newscast in their 
region, and today he runs 
all technical operations for 
13ABC’s “Weekend Morning” 
show.
WEAR IN THE WORLD
Bonnie Galloway and Linda Berk Voit, both 1973 
alumnae, reconnected, along with their husbands, 
on a Baltic Sea cruise in September. Here they are 
pictured in Stockholm, Sweden.
We love to see Hillsdale represented all around 
the world! Keep those photos coming to magazine@
hillsdale.edu.
AND THE 
EMMY 
GOES TO . . .
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BRENT AND LINDSAY Berlin 
Ogle, both class of 2002, credit their Hillsdale 
education with laying the foundation of their 
entrepreneurial success.
Brent came to the College on a football 
scholarship, while Lindsay played soccer for 
a year and then joined the cheerleading team. 
They met during their freshman year and 
married shortly after graduation.
Brent worked in sales and management for 12 
years at Welch Packaging, where he was hired 
in part due to a letter of recommendation by the 
late Robert Richardson, one of his scholarship 
donors. Lindsay, who earned a law degree from 
Valparaiso University Law School, edited a law 
review and taught online legal research classes 
until their first child was born. 
In 2014, Brent decided he wanted to run his 
own business, eventually taking ownership of 
Blazer Manufacturing, which produces athletic 
and industrial equipment in Lindsay’s hometown 
of Columbus, Nebraska. Over the past three years 
the company has enjoyed significant growth.
The Ogles have hosted an Admissions 
open house and spoken on campus for Career 
Services, and they support the College financially 
through The President’s Club. “We were given 
many opportunities because of Hillsdale,” 
Lindsay says. “It’s just natural to give back to 
where our foundations were laid.”
MONICA VANDERWEIDE, ’95
COMING 
FULL 
CIRCLE
BRENT AND LINDSAY 
OGLE AND BLAZER 
MANUFACTURING 
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ALUMNI NOTABLES
MEGAN LACY, ’07, was selected in October as a law clerk for U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh. A 2010 graduate of the University of 
Virginia Law School, she has previously served as a law clerk for the Northern 
District of Texas, a litigation associate with Kirkland & Ellis, a law clerk for the 9th 
District U.S. Court of Appeals, counsel to the chairman of the U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee, and senior advisor to the general counsel of the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury. 
ARIC NESBITT, ’01, was elected in November to the Michigan 
Senate, representing the 26th District, which covers southwestern Michigan. 
Nesbitt served as Representative of Michigan’s 66th District from 2011-2016. In 
2017, Michigan Governor Rick Snyder appointed him as Commissioner of the 
Michigan Lottery.  
BETH DEER WALKER, ’87, became chief justice of the West 
Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals on January 1, following a unanimous selection 
by her fellow justices, having been elected to that Court in 2016. She has practiced 
law in West Virginia since receiving her J.D. in 1990 from Ohio State University. 
ALUMNI
TKE MEMORIAL
Members of Tau Kappa Epsilon 
fraternity gathered at Homecoming 
to reminisce and remember two 
of their own who passed away 
unexpectedly within the past year: 
Bruce “BJ” Johnson, ’81, and David 
“Cricket” Kirchmaier, ’81. About 50 
people, including family members, 
attended the celebration of life, and 
many more who could not attend 
sent their regards. President Larry 
Arnn and Board of Trustees Vice 
Chairman Pat Sajak joined the 
gathering as well. 
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HILLSDALE COLLEGE 
LECTURE PROGRAMS 
“Polarization is so bad now that when we ask 
whether real corruption is still scandalous, we 
can say, ‘Yes’—but to only half the country at any 
one time. Each side has its own definition of what 
constitutes corruption.”
MICHAEL GOODWIN, NEW YORK POST
CCA ON “AMERICAN POLITICAL SCANDALS”
SEPTEMBER 9-12 
"Be careful of how much bipartisanship you say you 
want because there's one thing that is bipartisan in 
this town and it's spending more money. That's how 
you get $20 trillion in debt."
MICK MULVANEY, DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF 
MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
CONSTITUTION DAY CELEBRATION
SEPTEMBER 19-20, WASHINGTON, D.C.
“When you have downward mobility, that is 
an assault on the very idea of America. It's not 
something that we should entertain. And nobody 
talked about that in 2016 with one exception. And 
that's the reason why we are living in this age of 
populism . . .”
MARK STEYN, AUTHOR AND JOURNALIST
FREE MARKET FORUM
OCTOBER 11-13, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
“The Founders were not libertarians or even 
classical liberals; they were constitutional 
republicans. They believed there were such things 
as good regulations. Bad regulations by contrast 
are those that undermine the conditions of self-
government and of constitutional maintenance.”
BRADLEY WATSON, ST. VINCENT COLLEGE
CCA ON “THE COST OF REGULATION”
NOVEMBER 11-14
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CHARGER 
FOOTBALL 
CONFERENCE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
AND PLAYOFFS
The Hillsdale football team won the 2018 Great Midwest Athletic 
Conference title and qualified for the NCAA playoffs. Hillsdale’s 10-3 
record matched the 2009 team for most wins since the College moved to 
Division II in 1990.
The nationally ranked Chargers faced Kutztown University in 
Pennsylvania in the first round of the playoffs. Hillsdale trailed 20-6 at 
halftime, but rallied for a 40-26 victory. In the second round, Hillsdale 
lost to Notre Dame College in South Euclid, Ohio, by a score of 19-14, in a 
game that went down to the final seconds.
INDIVIDUAL HONORS
Head coach Keith Otterbein was named the 2018 G-MAC Coach of the 
Year, his fifth conference coach of the year honor. 
Senior quarterback Chance Stewart was named the G-MAC Player of 
the Year by conference coaches. He set a school and conference single-
season record in 2018 with 3,385 passing yards. His career total of 10,064 
yards is the most in Hillsdale College football history. 
Senior Trey Brock, voted Most Valuable Player by his teammates for 
three consecutive seasons, holds every wide receiver record at Hillsdale 
College, including 1,422 receiving yards this season. He was named 
First-Team All-Conference and selected as a First-Team All-American 
by the American Football Coaches Association. 
Sophomore defensive end Zach VanValkenburg was named the 
G-MAC Defensive Lineman of the Year. Senior safety Wyatt Batdorff was 
named the G-MAC Defensive Back of the Year. And Senior center Drew 
Callahan was named the 2018 G-MAC Offensive Lineman of the Year. 
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IN THE MIDST of her freshman season 
playing volleyball, Paige VanderWall, ’19, tore the 
anterior cruciate ligament in her right knee during a 
match against Ashland University. It took eight full 
months of work to get back into playing shape, but 
that work paid off: VanderWall was named Second-
Team All-American in 2017, Midwest Region Player 
of the Year in 2018, and the Great Midwest Athletic 
Conference Player of the Year for the 2017 and 2018 
seasons.
BRAD MONASTIERE
FROM 
INJURY TO 
VICTORY 
PAIGE VANDERWALL 
FINDS STRENGTH IN THE 
CHALLENGE 
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CHARGER SPORTS
Hillsdale’s volleyball team won its second consecutive G-MAC championship by defeating its 
long-time rival, the University of Findlay, earning an automatic berth in the NCAA Midwest Regional 
Tournament. Facing No. 1 seed Drury University on its home court, Hillsdale lost three sets to one, 
ending the season with a 25-7 record. 
Four members of the team were named All-Region. Senior Paige VanderWall was named the 
Midwest Region Player of the Year. Sophomores Lindsey Mertz and Allyssa Van Wienen joined her on 
the First Team, and senior Kara Vyletel was named Second-Team All-Region. 
BACK 
TO BACK! 
VOLLEYBALL CLINCHES 
CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP
27
CROSS-COUNTRY GOES 
TO NATIONALS
TWO RUNNERS EARN ALL-AMERICAN 
HONORS
For the sixth consecutive year, the Charger 
women’s cross-country team qualified for the 
NCAA Division II national meet, after taking 
second place at the Midwest Regional meet. At 
the national meet, held in Pittsburgh, the team 
finished in 19th place and junior Arena Lewis 
earned All-American honors. 
The Hillsdale men’s cross-country team 
finished in sixth place at the Midwest Regional 
meet. Junior Joseph Humes qualified for the 
national meet, where he earned All-American 
honors.
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HOW DO I SUBMIT NEWS?
Send it in the enclosed business 
reply envelope, or e-mail it to 
magazine@hillsdale.edu.
Please limit your submissions to 250 
words.
Please include class years and Greek 
designations of alumni. 
Photos should be submitted 
electronically (.jpg, .tif, .eps) at 
original size. Do not reduce the file 
size when emailing! Scan at 300 dpi 
or set your digital camera to Fine/
Superfine.
ALUMNI NEWS
1960s
Jack Ford, ’65, carol 
kleinsmith orr, ’65, and 
stan orr, ’65, met last 
July in Wolf Laurel, North 
Carolina, where Jack 
has a home. During their 
Hillsdale days, Carol was 
elected May Queen and 
Outstanding Senior Woman 
for the Class of 1965, Stan 
was senior class presi-
dent, and Jack was voted 
Outstanding Senior Man 
for the Class of 1965. Jack 
writes, “Although we gradu-
ated from Hillsdale College 
more than 50 years ago, our 
common bond endures to 
this day with affection for 
each other and for our alma 
mater.”
reid and stephanie horn 
Wiecks, ’68, ’68, write that 
2018 has been an exciting 
year. On April 16, they cel-
ebrated the arrival of their 
second granddaughter, 
Claire Samantha, to their 
daughter Darcy. Stephanie 
and Reid marked their 50th 
wedding anniversary on 
September 28 with fam-
ily in their Palmer Lake, 
Colorado, home. On October 
6, Reid was inducted into 
the Lewis-Palmer School 
District’s Hall of Fame for 
his work as a middle school 
counselor and high school 
soccer coach. He worked 
for the district from 1989 
until his retirement in 2007.
1970s
Bonnie GalloWay, ’73, and 
her Hillsdale roommate, 
Susan Cuff Ender, met re-
cently in Saratoga Springs 
for a mini reunion. Sue 
attended Hillsdale for her 
freshman and sophomore 
years.
The Honorable ronald W. 
loWe, ’78, received a 2018 
Judicial Civic Education 
Award from the American 
Lawyers Alliance at its 
annual awards ceremony 
at the University Club of 
Chicago on August 3, 2018. 
The award recognizes 
outstanding judges for their 
work in promoting civic 
education in their com-
munity and state. Ronald 
served as past chairman for 
the State Bar of Michigan’s 
Law-Related Education 
Committee, where he 
supported the Annual 
State Essay Contest. He 
has also served on the 
Michigan Judicial Institute 
and Secondary Civic 
Curriculum Project of the 
Open Justice Commission 
of the State Bar of 
Michigan. He currently 
serves as president and 
board member of the Center 
for Civic Education through 
Law. 
Ronald received his law 
degree from Thomas M. 
Cooley Law School. He 
is a past president of the 
Michigan District Judges 
Association. In 2013, he was 
awarded the Integrity in the 
Community Award from 
Thomas M. Cooley Law 
School, where he is cur-
rently an adjunct professor. 
He has served on the 35th 
District Court of Michigan 
since January 1995. Judge 
Lowe has a secondary 
career as a storyteller, and 
he regularly donates these 
talents to schools and other 
organizations in his com-
munity. Every February, he 
portrays Abraham Lincoln 
in the Plymouth-Canton 
and Northville, Michigan, 
school systems.   
Jill r. Wilson, ’79, was 
named in the 2019 edition 
of The Best Lawyers in 
America for Education 
Law and Litigation—
Environmental. The Best 
Lawyers in America is rec-
ognized as the oldest and 
most respected peer-review 
publication in the legal 
profession. Jill currently 
serves at Brooks, Pierce, 
McLendon, Humphrey 
& Leonard, LLP in North 
Carolina.  
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1980s
A group of Kappa Kappa 
Gamma alumnae from the 
Class of 1985 had lunch to-
gether at the Town Tavern 
in Royal Oak, Michigan. 
Some hadn’t seen each 
other for over 30 years, 
but it was as if they hadn’t 
missed a day!
Top: roBin piche, mimi 
Beck Graczyk, Becky korn 
Grossett
Bottom: maria sWantek 
Fischer, stephanie stoll 
hamilton
Not pictured: anGela 
iacoBell BradFord
1990s
heather a. cunninGham, 
’93, has joined Schwabe, 
Williamson & Wyatt’s 
Seattle office, focusing her 
practice on condemnation. 
“Heather brings a depth of 
experience and industry 
leadership to our team 
as we continue to invest 
in the Puget Sound Real 
Estate and Construction 
industry on behalf of our 
clients,” said Joe Straus, 
co-leader of the Real Estate 
and Construction industry 
group. Stephanie Holmberg, 
co-leader of the Real Estate 
and Construction industry 
group, said, “In an industry 
where women are histori-
cally underrepresented, we 
are proud to have Heather 
on our team; not only is 
she a leader in the emi-
nent domain field, but her 
addition to our team helps 
further fuel change in pro-
moting diversity across the 
industry.” 
Heather has been repre-
senting citizens facing 
eminent domain issues 
since 1996. She has also 
spearheaded legislative 
reforms designed to correct 
injustices in the law and 
balance the playing field 
between property owners 
and governmental entities.
Heather earned her juris 
doctor from Pepperdine 
University School of Law. 
She is currently one of a 
few select lawyers cho-
sen as a representative of 
the Owner’s Counsel of 
America, a national organ- 
ization that focuses on rep-
resenting property owners 
facing eminent domain. 
She is admitted to practice 
in Washington, Oregon, and 
Idaho. 
2010s
thomas Waters, ’12, earned 
a master’s degree in library 
and information sci-
ence from the University 
of South Carolina in 
December 2017. In July 
2018, he joined the faculty 
at Brenau University in 
Gainesville, Georgia, as a 
technical services librar-
ian and assistant profes-
sor of library services.
WEDDINGS
2000s
maGGen elizaBeth stone, 
’05, sai, married Chad Allen 
Dixon at Saint Ephrem’s 
Catholic Church in 
Bensalem, Pennsylvania, 
on September 9, 2017. 
Celebrating with them were 
michal elseth conGer, ’10, 
with son Lincoln; Nic and 
susannah Warner kipke, 
’08, with children James 
and Evelyn; hannah yee, ’11; 
carol Wehe, ’09; Ben proshek, 
’07; antonina kerner, ’11; 
samantha Gillman GoBBa, 
’13, with son Matthew; 
laura rose, ’15, sai; and 
mattheW taylor, ’09, with 
wife Cristina and son 
Bellock. lynette Wilhelm 
steFanoWski, ’08 and her 
son John joined in the fes-
tivities at the local recep-
tion in Alexandria, Virginia, 
where the couple resides. 
Chad and Maggen look 
forward to family life with 
Chad’s son, Charles, age 7.
2010s
mattheW WeiBel, ’10, ato, 
married Camille Walsh 
(a graduate of Louisiana 
State University) on August 
4, 2018, in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. Members of 
the bridal party includ-
ed best man stanislaus 
“dreW” Banach, ’09, ato, and 
groomsman Bryan leonard, 
’10. Other Hillsdale alumni 
in attendance were amanda 
ruetz, ’10, co; katy ranville, 
’10, co; kelly Broome, ’13, 
co; rachel hannaBass, ’13, 
co; adam pradko, ’07, ato; 
Jacquie desmond, ’10; GeoFF 
matteson, ’10; John Greer, 
’08, ato; lauren Greer, ’08, 
co; and stephen mcintyre, 
’08, ato. Former Hillsdale 
professor Nikolai Wenzel 
also attended.
crystal marshall, ’13, pBp, 
married Brian Comiskey 
on May 3, 2018. The cou-
ple celebrated a religious 
ceremony with family and 
friends on July 3 at Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church in 
Washington, D.C. Hillsdale 
alumni in the bridal party 
included sophia carr 
donohoe, ’13, pBp, matron of 
honor; danielle simpson, 
’13, pBp, bridesmaid; and 
catherine Fisher, ’13, kkG, 
bridesmaid. The couple re-
sides in Arlington, Virginia, 
with their four rescue cats. 
Bailey BerGmann, ’16, and 
erich steGer, ’16, were 
married a day after their 
graduation at College 
Baptist Church on May 
15, 2016. Their wedding 
party included groomsmen 
daniel neGri, ’16, ma; Joseph 
Banovetz, ’15, ma; nicholas 
GiBBs, ’16, ma; daniel sunne, 
’16, ma; and kaleB molina, 
’17, ma; and bridesmaids 
claire leWis cotner, ’16; 
haley o’Brien Banovetz, 
’16, sai; Faith liu, ’16, sai; 
vivian huGhBanks Jones, 
’16, sai; hannah WolFF, ’16; 
and sarah schutte, ’18, 
sai. The couple resides in 
Thiensville, Wisconsin, 
where Erich works as 
a quality control chem-
ist at Copps Industries. 
Bailey cares for their son, 
Emmerich, and works 
part-time as an assistant 
teacher in the 3- to 5-year-
old room at New Frontiers 
Preschool.
Jessica stratil, ’17, and 
mitchell moutard, ’18, were 
married on June 8, 2018, at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in Hillsdale, Michigan. The 
couple is now at Marine 
Corps Base Quantico in 
Virginia, where Mitchell 
attends The Basic School 
and Jessica works as a 
substitute teacher in local 
schools.
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BIRTHS
1990s
Bryan and Jaminda Britt 
sprinGer, ’94, tke; ’95, 
aXd, welcomed their fifth 
child, Charlotte Otolia, 
on February 28, 2018. She 
weighed 8 pounds, 6 ounc-
es, and was 21 ½ inches 
long. Charlotte is adored 
by her four older siblings: 
Ben (6), Berdi (9), Bryan (12), 
and Ella (15). The Springer 
family lives in Hillsdale, 
where Bryan teaches in the 
Art Department of Hillsdale 
College and Jaminda is the 
director of the Hillsdale 
Classical School. The fam-
ily can be reached at 89 S. 
Howell Street, Hillsdale, MI 
49242.
2000s
GreG and ann reiner harms, 
’00, ’02, announce the birth 
of their fourth child, Julia 
Rose, on February 11, 2018. 
She was welcomed home 
by big brothers Kyle (13), 
Ryan (10), and Caleb (7). She 
was baptized on February 
18, and her sponsors were 
GaBriel and Jane reiner 
haley, ’04, ’04. The Harms 
family resides in Wichita, 
Kansas, where Greg is an 
IT reliability analyst with 
Koch Business Solutions 
and Ann is a stay-at-home 
mom and taekwondo  
instructor. E-mail: harmsfa-
mily@outofharmsway.com.
peter and kristen Johnson 
GreGory, ’03, ’01, announce 
the birth of their daughter, 
Helen Frances, on June 19, 
2018. She was baptized into 
the Christian faith on June 
24. Her older siblings—
Mary, Marta, Lazarus, and 
Simeon—adore her. The 
family lives in Westminster, 
Massachusetts.
laura Ward short, ’03, co, 
and her husband Jason 
welcomed their third child, 
Catherine Rose, on May 
14, 2018. She weighed 8 
pounds, 3 ounces, and was 
21 inches long. Catherine 
is also welcomed by her 
brothers Alexander (5) and 
Benjamin (3). The family 
resides in Vero Beach, 
Florida, where Laura works 
part-time as an advanced 
registered nurse practi-
tioner for Indian River 
Primary Care, and Jason 
is principal engineer and 
owner of Mills, Short, and 
Associates. 
mariel Johnson stauFF, ’05, 
and her husband Derek 
welcomed their daughter, 
Hazel Charlotte, on March 
6, 2018. The Stauffs live 
in Hillsdale, where Derek 
is assistant professor of 
music, and Mariel works 
for the College’s Graduate 
School of Statesmanship.
suzanne depassio teGGart, 
’05, kkG, and her husband 
Mark welcomed their son, 
Luke John, born on June 
17, 2017. Big brother Joe is 
excited about his new part-
ner in crime! The Teggarts 
live in Huntington Woods, 
Michigan, with their black 
lab, Colt.
roB and sarah mccollum 
smith, ’06, ato; ’05, kkG, 
welcomed their daughter, 
Victoria Rose, on April 
12, 2018. She weighed 7 
pounds, 4 ounces, and 
measured 19 inches long. 
Big siblings Robert Colum, 
Samantha Maree, and 
Charlotte Elizabeth are 
thrilled! Great-grandparents 
are the late BoB smith, 
’52, dsp, and Betty endres 
smith, ’52, pBp. Rob is a land 
development consultant, 
and Sarah is a trusts and 
estates attorney. The family 
resides at 10170 McCarron 
Way, Sacramento, CA 95829. 
E-mail: robertdrakesmith@
gmail.com; sarahmccol-
lumsmith@gmail.com.
meGan Bezier keyser, ’06, 
and her husband Marc joy-
fully announce the birth of 
their eighth child, Marcello 
William. Marcello, lovingly 
nicknamed Cello, was born 
on June 21, 2018, weighing 
9 pounds and measuring 
22 inches. He was enthusi-
astically welcomed by his 
older siblings, who, after 
three girls in succession, 
were especially ecstatic to 
have a new brother finally 
join their crew. The fam-
ily resides in Noblesville, 
Indiana, where Marc 
works as a Midcontinent 
Independent System 
Operator, and Megan teach-
es a dialectic humanities 
course at Aquinas Classical 
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Education Cooperative 
and adventurously home-
schools Jack (11), Natalie 
(9), Lauralyn (8), Flynn (6), 
Juliet (5), Aurora (3), and 
Belle (1). 
Julia BurGess hillsinGer, 
’07, and her husband Brian 
welcomed their daugh-
ter, Miriam Anne, on May 
24, 2018. She was joyfully 
greeted by her siblings 
Paul, Walker, and Jordan. 
The Hillsingers live in 
Birmingham, Alabama, 
where Julia homeschools 
the kids and Brian works as 
a public accountant.
ryan thompson, ’08, and 
his wife Kristen announce 
the birth of Ella Anne on 
June 3, 2018. Ella weighed 
7 pounds, 11 ounces, and 
was 20 ½ inches long. 
The Thompsons live just 
outside West Chester, 
Pennsylvania. Ryan is an 
attorney for PNC Bank, 
based in Philadelphia, and 
Kristen is a stay-at-home 
mom.
mark and meaGan dreW 
nicolet, ’08, sc; ’09, kkG, 
welcomed their second son, 
James Aaron, on November 
1, 2017. His godparents are 
Kyle and Nell Sapp. James 
loves spending time with 
his older brother, Drew. 
Mark is a financial planner 
at Trilogy Financial, and 
Meagan is manager of pro-
vider relations for Centura 
Health. The Nicolets live in 
Denver, Colorado. E-mail: 
mark.nicolet@gmail.com or 
meagan.elisabeth@gmail.
com.
tara reiner Becker, ’09, kkG, 
and her husband Caleb 
welcomed a son, Nolan 
Robert, on October 7, 2018. 
Nolan weighed 8 pounds, 3 
ounces, and was 21 inches 
long. Nolan is also wel-
comed by big sister Grace 
(1), and big brother Cody (4). 
The Beckers are currently 
stationed in Abilene, Texas, 
where Caleb is training 
to fly the B-1 bomber, and 
they plan to move to Rapid 
City, South Dakota, next 
summer. E-mail: tarabeck-
er628@gmail.com.
2010s
kelly Field, ’11, and Major 
Jonathan Batt welcomed 
their daughter, Lillian, 
on March 21, 2018. Lillian 
was born in Falls Church, 
Virginia, and was 7 pounds 
and 21 inches long.
erich and Bailey BerGmann 
steGer, ’16, ’16, received the 
best Christmas present of 
all—a baby boy, Emmerich 
Erich, born December 25, 
2017. A homage to his 
German immigrant an-
cestry, Emmerich’s first 
name came from a list of 
medieval German names 
that Erich Googled in a 
desperate attempt to find 
a name both parents liked. 
Emmerich is a calm, hap-
py, and active child who 
charms everyone he meets.
OBITUARIES
1930s
elizaBeth “BuFF” mcdonald 
Walke, ’33, passed away 
after a short illness on June 
14, 2018, in Palm Coast, 
Florida, at age 109. Buff 
was born on May 24, 1909, 
and grew up in Harpers 
Ferry, West Virginia, into a 
family dedicated to educa-
tion—particularly African-
American education—and 
to public service. Her father, 
Dr. Henry T. McDonald, an 
1899 Hillsdale graduate, had 
served as president and 
her mother, Dr. Elizabeth 
Mosher McDonald, an 
1898 Hillsdale alumna, as 
a teacher of Storer College 
(1899-1944), a school es-
tablished by the Free Will 
Baptists following the Civil 
War to educate freed black 
people. Her grandparents, 
Dr. George F. Mosher, pres-
ident of Hillsdale College 
from 1886-1901, and Mrs. 
Francis Stewart Mosher 
had continued efforts to 
support Storer. 
Buff and her younger sister, 
Marian “Nan” Durkee, with 
whom she was very close, 
transferred to Hillsdale 
College after attending 
William and Mary College 
in Williamsburg, Virginia, 
for two years. Upon grad-
uation, Buff, following 
family tradition, became an 
elementary school teach-
er. She taught in various 
locations but settled in 
Alexandria, Virginia, near 
Nan and her family.
In January 1945, she 
married Richard Walke, 
a Navy officer and civil 
engineer, who later worked 
for the Navy Department 
as a civilian. They were 
married in what is now 
called the Brackett House 
in Harpers Ferry, then the 
retirement home of her 
parents. They lived first in 
Roslyn, New York, and then 
in Alexandria, Virginia. In 
June 1951, their daughter, 
Sarah Elizabeth “Sali,” was 
born. When Richard died 
of a heart problem in 1960, 
the bond between Buff and 
Sali became even closer. In 
1978, Buff and Sali moved 
to Ocean Park, Maine, and 
lived together until Sali’s 
marriage in 1980. Following 
Sali’s divorce in the early 
1990s, they once again lived 
together until Sali’s death 
in March 2018.
Buff is survived by her 
nephews and nieces 
Donald Durkee, Stanley 
Durkee, Elizabeth Allen, 
David Caywood, Judy 
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Hall, Patti Hopkins, Brian 
Tansey, and Elaine Tansey; 
her great-niece Evangeline 
Durkee; and many dear 
friends. Buff was interred 
in a family plot with her 
husband and daughter in 
Arlington, Virginia.
1940s
eleanor edna Buzzell 
pope, ’41, passed away on 
January 10, 2018, at the 
age of 97. She was born on 
May 18, 1920, in Tuckahoe, 
New Jersey, to Rev. Henry 
Buzzell and Margaret Anna 
Finlay. She grew up in Cape 
May Court House, New 
Jersey, with her two sisters, 
Margaret Catherine and 
Agnes Edith.
Eleanor and Agnes gradu-
ated from Hillsdale College 
in 1941. Eleanor taught 
home economics for one 
year and attended Temple 
University. Eleanor and 
Agnes spent the war years 
as Navy inspectors at the 
Lockheed Aircraft Factory 
in California. Eleanor then 
worked in Iowa as a youth 
director. She moved to 
Rochester, New York, and 
studied Christian educa-
tion at Colgate Rochester 
Divinity School. She met 
and married Bob Pope, who 
passed away in 1981. They 
settled in East Rochester, 
New York, and raised chil-
dren Pam, Bob, and Ray.
Eleanor was active in the 
community volunteering 
in the schools, with scouts, 
and in study and college 
clubs. She attended Twelve 
Corners Presbyterian 
Church where her skills 
were used in many com-
mittees, circles, mission 
groups, as Christian 
Education chair, deacon 
and elder, and an active 
member of Church Women 
United. She volunteered as 
director of the Rochester 
International Friendship 
Council for 20 years. She 
initiated a program for stu-
dents’ wives and actively 
involved the schools and 
community in cultural 
exchange with her stu-
dents. She earned awards 
from Rotary (including the 
Paul Harris Award), RIFC, 
the ER Memorial Post, and 
Church Women United. Her 
greatest honor was becom-
ing “mom” to well over 100 
university international 
students and their families.
Eleanor is survived by 
her three children, six 
grandchildren, and six 
great-grandchildren.
1950s
William davis, ’51, passed 
away on May 23, 2018, in 
Tempe, Arizona. He was 
born on August 3, 1920, 
in Toledo, Ohio, to Clyde 
and Salina Davis. He was 
a veteran of WWII, serv-
ing with the 2nd Marine 
Division assigned to the 
South Pacific where he 
fought on Tarawa, Saipan, 
Tinian, and Okinawa. 
After the war, he earned 
his bachelor’s degree at 
Hillsdale College and his 
master’s from Michigan 
State University, going on 
to become a teacher and 
then a guidance counselor 
at Niles Senior High School 
in Niles, Michigan. After 
retirement, Bill and his 
wife, Sue, moved to Arizona. 
After her death in 1987, he 
became an AARP volun-
teer tax preparer. He also 
volunteered every Friday 
for 20 years at the Glendale 
Senior Center’s Fix-it Shop, 
where he and his friends 
fixed nearly anything that 
was brought in for repair.
Bill enjoyed identifying the 
bird species that migrate 
through Arizona each year 
and always had water out 
for the birds that frequent-
ed his back yard. He was an 
avid fisherman and was tal-
ented at creating artificial 
flies that mimicked local 
insects. He created incred-
ible vegetable gardens and 
later confined that activity 
to growing tomatoes that 
he often canned to give to 
family and friends.  Bill 
was a kind and optimistic 
person who helped people 
throughout his life.  
Bill was preceded in death 
by his wife, Sue Davis; in-
fant daughter, Sherida; and 
siblings Calvin Davis, Alvin 
Davis, Clyde Davis, Jewell 
Ridge, and Ruth Lathrop. He 
is survived by his daugh-
ters, Cathy and Rebecca 
Davis, and many nieces, 
nephews, and friends.
charles “chuck” shipman, 
’54, passed away peace-
fully in his sleep in Green 
Valley, Arizona, on June 4, 
2018. Chuck was born on 
October 12, 1932, in Owosso, 
Michigan. He married Pat 
Shipman on July 11, 1975, 
and they moved to Green 
Valley in 1987.
Following graduation from 
Hillsdale College, Chuck 
spent an additional 14 years 
at the College in a number 
of positions, leading up to 
assistant to the president 
for development. Before 
arriving in Green Valley, he 
also served in development 
at Children’s Hospital of 
Detroit; City Bank & Trust 
Company in Jackson, 
Michigan; and Horizon 
Health Systems, Southfield, 
Michigan. In Green Valley, 
he worked for ten years as 
executive director of the 
Green Valley Coordinating 
Council where the six 
council presidents desig-
nated December 17, 1998, 
as “Chuck Shipman Day.” 
Chuck was elected to a 
four-year term as justice of 
the peace for Pima County 
Precinct 7 (1999-2002).
Chuck was active in many 
volunteer activities at his 
church, United Methodist 
Church of Green Valley, 
as well as the Sheriff’s 
Auxiliary Volunteers, Green 
Valley Assistance Services, 
Rotary, and Elks. He also 
served for numerous years 
as a board member of 
Trico Electric Cooperative 
Charitable Trust.
Chuck is survived by his 
wife, Pat; children Chris 
McClain (Dave), Charley 
Shipman (Mary), Scott 
Shipman, Merilee Shipman 
(John Klepetka), Mike 
Blackett (Debe), and Bob 
Blackett (Amy); grand-
children Bryon McClain, 
Brandon McClain, Kevin 
Blackett, Cole Blackett, and 
Sam Blackett; and three 
great-grandchildren.
Joseph l. WaGley Jr., ’54, of 
Adrian, Michigan, passed 
away on August 4, 2018, at 
his home. He was born on 
October 4, 1932, in Pontiac, 
Michigan, the oldest child 
of Joseph and Helen 
(Goodrich) Wagley, Sr. Joe 
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graduated from Bloomfield 
Hills High School and 
attended Hillsdale College 
and Wayne State University, 
where he studied mortu-
ary science. He moved to 
Adrian in 1955 and joined 
Everiss Funeral Home as 
a director, maintaining his 
license for over 64 years. 
In 1968, Joe and his wife, 
Phyllis, purchased the 
business and until recently, 
he continued working in 
various capacities.
Joe and Phyllis (Moats) 
were married on June 22, 
1957. They spent 55 happy 
years together in Adrian 
where they raised their 
family. 
Joe was actively involved 
in the Adrian community. 
He was a longtime Rotarian 
and a multiple Paul Harris 
Fellow recipient. Joe was a 
faithful member of the First 
United Methodist Church of 
Adrian and held a number 
of leadership positions 
within the church. He also 
attended First Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) 
in Adrian, and Community 
Methodist Church in St. 
Croix, Virgin Islands. Joe 
spent many hours dedi-
cated to the United Way, 
and as a Jaycee helped 
establish the Community 
Mental Health Board in 
Adrian. He was honored 
with the Maurice Stubnitz 
Humanitarian Award in 
1986. Joe was active in the 
Boy Scouts of America and 
served on the Wolverine 
Council. Although he loved 
and appreciated his many 
friends and acquaintances, 
Joe cherished time spent 
with family the most. 
Joe is survived by his 
children, Pamela (Timothy) 
Henry, Janice (Dr. 
Douglas) Stamps, Joseph 
III (Rebecca) Wagley, and 
David (Barbara) Wagley; 
sister, Joan James; grand-
children, Matthew (Felicia) 
Henry, Dr. Phillip Henry, 
William (Adrienne) Henry, 
Dr. Ian (Dr. Melissa) Stamps, 
Nathan Stamps, Jessica 
Wagley, Jennifer Wagley, 
Adrianne (Patrick) Kaplan, 
Andrew (Elizabeth) Wagley, 
Austin (Dr. Danielle) 
Wagley; great-grandchil-
dren, Nora, Michael and 
Lillian Kaplan, Lauren and 
Elena Wagley, Julius and 
Isla Wagley, and Leo and 
Elaina Stamps; and nephew 
and niece, Peter James and 
Sarah James. He is also 
survived by his dear friend, 
Patricia Dunlap.
1960s
James GeorGe “Jim” mccoll, 
’61, passed away on January 
30, 2018, at his home in 
Muskegon, Michigan. He 
was 80 years old. He was 
born on January 24, 1938, in 
Adrian, Michigan, to lorne 
and mary Jane mccoll, ’35, 
dtd; ’33, co. Jim had been a 
trust officer at Huntington 
Bank before retiring in 
2000. He served in the 
United States Army from 
1961 to 1963, was a mem-
ber and past Commodore 
of the Muskegon Yacht 
Club, a licensed captain, 
and a sailing instructor 
with Torresen Marine. He 
had been a member of the 
Muskegon Rotary Club, past 
President of the Muskegon 
Kiwanis Club, YMCA board 
member, and volunteer 
at Hackley Hospital and 
the American Red Cross. 
He was a member of First 
Presbyterian Church, where 
he had served as elder. Jim 
was preceded in death by 
his parents. He is survived 
by Linda, his wife of 27 
years; his daughter Bonny 
Reed (Rob); his son Douglas 
(Betsy); his step-son Steve 
Hentschel (Maricon); six 
beloved grandchildren 
Ethan and Georgia Reed, 
Parker (Jamie Ertl) and 
Connor McColl, and Jessica 
and Nathaniel Hertschel; 
and his sister, susan mccoll 
huttula, ’62, pBp (Charles), 
and family. Other Hillsdale 
graduates in Jim’s fam-
ily are his nephew dr. 
andreW huttula, ’91, tke; 
niece katharine huttula 
BerGdahl, ’93, co; her 
husband dan a. BerGdahl, 
’92, ato; and Jim’s cousin, 
deBorah lynn haines, ’78, 
pBp.
John William lesourd, ’64, 
age 76, of Hobe Sound, 
Florida, passed away on 
June 5, 2018, at the Treasure 
Coast Hospice House. He 
was born on March 5, 1942, 
in Xenia, Ohio. He was pre-
ceded in death by his par-
ents, Richard H. and Lucille 
Ashman LeSourd. John 
was a graduate of Xenia 
High School Class of 1960, 
attended Hillsdale College, 
and was a graduate of the 
College of Insurance in New 
York City. Prior to coming 
to LeSourd & Co. Insurance 
Agency in Xenia, John was 
with Westfield Insurance 
Co. in Westfield Center, 
Ohio. In 1987, he followed 
his love of warm weather to 
Jupiter, Florida, and found-
ed the Twisted Oak Art 
and Frame Shop. In 1999, 
he retired and ventured to 
Pewaukee, Wisconsin, for 
seven years. In 2006, back 
to the Florida sun in Hobe 
Sound, John followed his 
appreciation for nature 
and spent his retirement 
years creating a botanical 
garden for butterflies and 
hummingbirds. Survivors 
include his wife of 36 years, 
Bonnie B. LeSourd; his 
son, Jason S. LeSourd; his 
daughter, Sarah B. (David) 
Auckland; his stepson, 
Cord D. (Wendy) Huston; 
his stepdaughter, Brandee 
A. Huston; his brother, 
Richard H. (Catherine J.) 
LeSourd, Jr.; his nephew, 
Richard H. (Susan) LeSourd 
III; and his nieces, Elizabeth 
L. (Michael) Ehlers and 
Barbara L. (Nicholas) 
Harper. He is also survived 
by his grandchildren, 
Nolan Scelzi, Beckett and 
Tessa Auckland, Miranda 
and Connor Huston, and 
Jessica Hoskinson; and his 
great-grandchildren: James 
and Jack Williams. 
Gerald edWard snyder, 
’60, age 81, of Napoleon 
Township, Michigan, 
passed away on July 26, 
2018, at his home under the 
loving care of his family 
and Great Lakes Caring 
Hospice. Gerald graduated 
from Redford Union High 
School, and earned his B.S. 
degree from Hillsdale and 
his master’s degree from 
Michigan State University. 
He served the nation in 
the Michigan Air National 
Guard as a military police-
man for over six years. For 
39 years he was a much 
respected and beloved 
teacher, football coach, 
driver’s education instruc-
tor, and girls’ track coach at 
East Jackson Community 
Schools. He was a member 
of the Michigan Football 
Coaches Hall of Fame, 
the Michigan Education 
Association, the National 
Education Association, 
lifetime member of the 
Michigan High School 
Athletic Association, 
Michigan High School 
Coaches Association, 
Michigan Track Coaches 
Association, and St. Luke 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. He is survived 
by his wife of 59 years, 
Anita Engel Snyder; three 
children, Kirk E.L. (Cynthia) 
Snyder, Mark G.P. (Jodi) 
Snyder, and Alicia M. 
(Scott) Herpick; five grand-
children, Kristyn (Craig) 
Dudenhoeffer, Kylee (Tony) 
Mohammed, Brendan 
Herpick, Emilie Herpick, 
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and Gunnar Snyder; and 
two great-grandchildren, 
Shea and Carter. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents, Edward and Ruth 
(Kamin) Snyder and his 
sister, Marilyn Pincheck. 
leland “nick” macdonald, 
’63, passed away in 
Perrysburg, Ohio, on June 6, 
2018, at the age of 79.
Nick was born to his 
parents, Leland and Mary 
Maverkos MacDonald, 
on September 15, 1938, in 
Toledo, Ohio. He and his 
siblings, Kathy and Pete, 
lived a childhood poor in 
money but rich in Greek 
and Scottish family mem-
bers, heritage, and deep 
friendships.
Nick attended Waite High 
School and then went on to 
attend Hillsdale College and 
the University of Toledo af-
ter returning home to care 
for his father after a serious 
accident. Nick joined the 
United States Army during 
the Berlin Crisis of 1961. He 
served in the Army 101st 
Airborne Division in Fort 
Knox and Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky, within which he 
received awards for marks-
manship and then was 
honorably discharged in 
November 1964. Following 
discharge from the service, 
Nick enrolled at The Ohio 
State University College 
of Dentistry, graduating in 
1967-68. His oldest chil-
dren, Debbi (Bob) Tucker 
and Tami (Rick) Krueger, 
were born while living at 
Buckeye Village at The 
Ohio State University. 
Nick returned to the east 
side of Toledo to open his 
first practice, eventually 
purchasing a building on 
Navarre Avenue where his 
practice grew to more than 
4,000 patients.
Nick married Susan Rupli 
on April 20, 1977, after 
proposing to her on a skiing 
trip in Colorado. Their fam-
ily grew to include Susan’s 
sons, Aaron and Justin. 
In 1980, Nick and Sue 
welcomed their daughter, 
Sarah.   
During his career, Nick 
served within various 
leadership positions on the 
Board of the Toledo Dental 
Society. He also established 
the first Emergency Dental 
Service in Toledo prior 
to the existence of these 
resources at the Medical 
College of Ohio. For his 
efforts within the State of 
Ohio, Nick received the 
Pierre Fauchard Award for 
his outstanding contribu-
tions to dentistry. Following 
his retirement in 2006, Nick 
traveled throughout Ohio 
voluntarily to help un-
der-served patients in need 
of dental care through The 
Dental Center of Northwest 
Ohio.
Nick is survived by his wife, 
Susan (Rupli) MacDonald; 
his children, Debbi (Bob) 
Tucker, Tami (Rick) Krueger, 
Aaron Daler, Justin (Kristin) 
Daler, and Sarah (Kyle) 
Ruha, and his “adopted in 
love” children, Christina 
(Jason) Park and Chris 
Brucker; and his six grand-
children, Sophie Krueger, 
Cassie Daler, Aiden Krueger, 
Lilli Krueger, Gunnar Daler, 
and Tatum Daler. He is 
also survived by his sister, 
Kathy (John) Horvath 
and brother, Pete (Debbie) 
MacDonald as well as many 
other family members and 
friends.
nancy knorr polk, ’64, pBp, 
owner of Normandy Farm 
in Lexington, Kentucky, 
passed away peacefully 
on August 11, 2018, at the 
age of 75, surrounded 
by her daughters. Upon 
graduation from Hillsdale 
with a degree in business, 
Nancy married her college 
sweetheart, ralph lane 
polk iv, ’63 (deceased) and 
settled in Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan, to start her 
family. Nancy was elected 
to the Bloomfield Hills City 
Commission and served 
honorably in this civic role 
for 17 years, during which 
she served four terms as 
mayor. She was elected to 
the R.L. Polk and Company 
Board of Directors where 
she served proudly for 28 
years. Nancy also served 
on the Cranbrook Board of 
Governors for five years. 
In 1997, Nancy moved to 
Lexington, Kentucky, and 
purchased the historic 
250-acre Normandy Farm, 
where she settled into a 
new chapter of her life. 
Nancy placed the farm 
into conservation status to 
preserve the agricultural 
land for future generations.  
She built a new foaling barn 
and began to build slowly 
from one broodmare to a 
total of 16 over the years. 
Nancy was the breeder 
of Daddy’s Lil Darling, a 
Grade 1 and multiple stakes 
winner, as well as Breeder’s 
Cup winner Mongolian 
Saturday. She served on 
the board of directors for 
the Center for Women, 
Children, and Families 
for more than 20 years. 
Nancy was recognized 
with the following life-
time achievement awards: 
Hillsdale College Alumni 
Award for Exemplary 
Leadership; Key to the City 
of Bloomfield Hills in honor 
of her civic service; and 
Life Master Certificate from 
the American Contract 
Bridge League. Nancy’s 
memberships includ-
ed The Keeneland Club, 
The Thoroughbred Club, 
Thoroughbred Owners and 
Breeders Association, The 
Kentucky Horse Park, and 
The Lexington Country 
Club.
Nancy is survived by her 
three daughters, Kathy, 
Susan, and Jules; four 
grandsons, Patrick, Reilly, 
Reece, and Morgan; and 
siblings Katie and Fred.
richard James ruth, ’64, 
a professor of history at 
Mitchell College for more 
than two decades, passed 
away in April 2017 in Van 
Nuys, California. A native 
of Brooklyn, New York, 
Richard grew up in Chester, 
New York. He served in the 
U.S. Marines from 1954 to 
1958 before returning to 
school to pursue degrees 
in history at Mitchell, 
Hillsdale College, and the 
University of Delaware. In 
graduate school, Richard 
researched the early use of 
dynamite to transform river 
valleys into more produc-
tive landscapes. He joined 
the faculty at Mitchell 
College in 1968, and was 
named chair of the history 
department in the early 
1980s.
Over the years in New 
London, Connecticut, he 
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pursued his passions in 
sailing, marksmanship, 
martial arts, motorcy-
cles, wood carving, and 
gardening. A proponent 
of life-long education, he 
acquired language profi-
ciency in German, Russian, 
and Italian, much of it 
self-taught. For many years 
he volunteered as a lector 
and commentator at St. 
Joseph’s Church in New 
London, and led the Boy 
Scouts’ WEBELOS program. 
In retirement, Richard 
moved out west to hike and 
camp among the natural 
beauty of Arizona, New 
Mexico, and California.
He is survived by his sons 
Sean, James, Richard, 
Christopher, Benjamin, and 
Thomas; and his second 
wife, Eileen Storrs Ruth.
1970s
kyle chamBers maystead, 
’78, age 63, passed away 
on August 23, 2018, at the 
McGuire Skilled Nursing 
Facility in Hillsdale. She 
was born on December 
10, 1954, in East Lansing, 
Michigan, to Charles and 
Jeannie Byrnes Chambers. 
Kyle was married on 
September 10, 1988, to Eric 
Maystead.
Kyle was a member of St. 
Anthony Catholic Church. 
A psychologist, she had 
her own practice, Kyle 
Maystead LPC, in Hillsdale. 
She is survived by her 
husband, Eric; two chil-
dren, Michael Maystead 
and Hayley Maystead; 
and a brother, Mike (Beth) 
Chambers. Kyle was 
preceded in death by her 
parents and a sister, Mary 
Patricia.
sharon kay lanGs sheerer, 
’79, age 61, passed away on 
November 22, 2018, at her 
home. She was born on 
June 7, 1957, in Hillsdale 
to R.D. and Dorene Elliott 
Langs. Sharon married 
Larry Sheerer on June 
11, 1977, and he survives. 
Sharon graduated from 
Jonesville High School in 
1975 and from Hillsdale 
College in 1979. She was 
an active member and 
elder of the Jonesville 
First Presbyterian Church 
and former member of the 
Jonesville Community 
Educational Foundation. 
Sharon enjoyed bowling, 
wintering in Arizona, and 
spending time with her 
family, whom she dearly 
loved. In addition to her 
husband, Larry, Sharon 
is survived by two sons, 
Travis (Shy Osmun) Sheerer 
and Tyler (Krystal) Sheerer; 
two grandchildren, Evan 
and Madelyn; one brother, 
William (Diana) Langs, and 
one brother-in-law, Steve 
Krohn. Sharon was preced-
ed in death by her parents 
and two siblings, Gerald 
Langs and Patricia Krohn.
1980s
cathie timmons Briskey, 
’82, pBp, passed away on 
July 17, 2018, in Columbus, 
Ohio, due to complications 
following a recent lung 
cancer diagnosis. She was 
58 years old. Cathie was 
born on December 25, 1959, 
in Columbus, Ohio, to her 
parents, Ivan and Shirley 
Timmons. She graduat-
ed from Grandview High 
School in 1978 and from 
Hillsdale with a degree 
in business. While at 
Hillsdale, she served as the 
president of Pan-Hellenic 
Council and the Michigan 
Alpha Chapter of Pi Beta 
Phi. In 1988, she earned 
her MBA with a concen-
tration in marketing from 
Xavier University. She 
married marv Briskey, ’82, 
her college sweetheart, 
on October 26, 1985. The 
Briskeys moved to Dublin, 
Ohio, where they had two 
children, Jennifer and 
Matthew. Cathie was the 
youth director for Scioto 
Ridge United Methodist 
Church where she sub-
stantially grew the youth 
program. Cathie had a 
passion for travel, and 
she and Marv traveled to 
over 40 countries. Cathie 
is survived by her hus-
band, Marv; her daughter 
and son-in-law, Jennifer 
and Jared Hair; her son, 
Matthew Briskey; her 
brother, Gary Timmons; and 
her father and step-mother, 
Ivan and Marie Timmons. 
She is preceded in death by 
her brother Craig Timmons 
and her mother Shirley 
Timmons.
1990s
tom heckert, ’90, passed 
away peacefully on August 
5, 2018, in the company of 
his family. Tom was born 
on July 17, 1967. He played 
defensive back at Hillsdale 
and spent two years as 
an assistant coach on its 
staff before beginning his 
NFL career. His father, Tom 
Sr., worked for more than 
20 years as an NFL player 
personnel executive before 
retiring in 2007. Tom began 
his NFL career with the 
Miami Dolphins as a pro 
and college scout from 
1991-1998 before his promo-
tion to assistant director 
of pro personnel/college 
scout in 1999 and director 
of pro personnel in 2000. 
The Broncos added Tom to 
their staff on May 7, 2013, 
after he spent the previous 
seven years as general 
manager for the Cleveland 
Browns (2010-12) and the 
Philadelphia Eagles (2006-
09). He was originally hired 
by Philadelphia as director 
of player personnel in 2001 
before being promoted to 
vice president of player 
personnel in 2003. Tom 
spent the last five years in 
the Broncos’ personnel de-
partment, helping the team 
to three playoff appear-
ances (2013-15), two AFC 
Championship Game wins 
(2013 and 2015) and a victo-
ry in Super Bowl 50 (2015). 
He worked as the Broncos’ 
director of pro personnel 
from 2013-16 before accept-
ing a position as the team’s 
senior personnel advisor in 
2017.
Tom stepped away from 
the Broncos following the 
2017 season to focus on his 
health, having been diag-
nosed in recent years with 
amyloidosis.
Tom is survived by his 
mother Rose, children 
Griffin and Madison, former 
wife Kathy, his friends, and 
the many people he worked 
with during his 27 seasons 
in the NFL. 
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